STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re Fair Hearing No. 18,277

)
)
Appeal of )

| NTRCDUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals a decision by the Departnent of
Prevention, Assistance, Transition, and Health Access (PATH)
termnating her Vernont Health Access Plan (VHAP) benefits due

t o excess incone.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner is a sixty-two-year-old wonan who
lives with her retired husband. Until recently, their incone
consi sted of his Social Security benefits of $996 per nonth
and his pension of $317 per nonth. Her husband receives
nmedi cal benefits pursuant to a Veteran’s Adm nistration
program and the petitioner receives VHAP benefits.

2. The petitioner recently elected to receive Soci al
Security benefits of $482 per nmonth. Wen PATH | earned of the
income increase, it recalculated the petitioner’s eligibility
and determ ned that she was no | onger eligible for VHAP

benefits.
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3. On January 17, 2003, PATH sent the petitioner a
notice that her benefits would be terminated. Included with
this notice were the income cal culations. She was notified
that she would be eligible for both the “Vscript Expanded” and
the “Healthy Vernonters Prograni to obtain discounts on her
prescription drugs.

4. The petitioner does not disagree that she and her
husband have $1,795 in nonthly i ncone. She needs the program
because she cannot afford to buy health insurance and will not

have any coverage until she gets Medicare in three years.

ORDER

The deci sion of PATH is affirned.

REASONS
Under the VHAP programregul ati ons, PATH consi ders the
petitioner and her husband a household of two persons and
counts their conbined i ncomes of $1,795 per nmonth to determ ne
eligibility. WA M 8 4001.8. PATH correctly determ ned that
this income nmakes the petitioner ineligible for VHAP, which
has a two-person income maxi mum of $1, 515 per nonth.?!

Procedures Manual P-2420B. The petitioner’s inconme does fal

1 She is also ineligible for the regular “Vscript” program which has a
$1, 768 per nonth maxi mum
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within the income limts of Vscript Expanded ($2,273 per nonth
maxi mum) and the Heal thy Vernonters program ($3, 030 per nonth
maxi mum) and she has been found eligible for those prograns.
As PATH s decision to termnate the petitioner’s benefits is
in accord with its regulation, the Board nust affirmthe
decision. 3 V.S.A 8 1391(d), Fair Hearing Rule 17.
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